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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The Edgemont Community Council, Inc. cordially invites you to attend its Annual Meeting on Wednesday, April
25, 2018 at 8 PM in the Greenville School Cafeteria, Glendale Road, Scarsdale, NY. We will begin our 71st year
of service to the Edgemont community. On the agenda for the April 25th meeting are the President's Report; the
Treasurer's Annual Report; the election of Officers and Directors of the Council for 2018-2019; the presentation
of the Silver Bowl award for service to our community; and a Guest Speaker.

GUEST SPEAKER

This year’s guest speaker is Westchester County Executive George Latimer, who was elected this past November
in a local Democratic sweep, defeating Rob Astorino. He will speak about his experience thus far as county executive and
answer questions. Before his election as county executive, Mr. Latimer served 2012 to 2017 as a state senator, and before
that, from 2004 to 2012, he was a member of the State Assembly. From 1991 to 2004, he was a member of the county board
of legislators, with a stint from 1998 to 2001, as board chairman. Before that, from 1987 to 1991, he was a Rye City
Councilman. Mr. Latimer also served as Chairman of the Westchester County Democratic Party from 2002 to 2004. He has
never lost an election. Professionally, Mr. Latimer was a marketing executive for 20 years at major corporate subsidiaries of
Nestle, and ITT, with on-site responsibilities for projects with AT&T, IBM and Shearson Lehman.

THE SILVER BOWL AWARD

This year the ECC will bestow its Silver Bowl award for distinguished community service on Evandale Road
resident Anish Nanavaty. Between 2011 and 2017, Anish was a member of the Edgemont School Board and from 20162017, he served as school board president. Please turn to page 3 for a full overview of Anish’s service.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

It’s been another busy year for the ECC. During the past 12 months, the ECC continued its efforts to challenge the
Town’s determination to greenlight a 94-bed assisted living facility at the site of the former Sprain Brook Nursery at 448
Underhill Road. Meanwhile the School Board Nominating Committee, which is funded solely by the ECC, dealt with a
singular moment of substantial civic engagement, probably due in no small part to the ongoing incorporation movement,
when it received an unprecedented 10 nominations to fill three vacancies on our school board.
On March 8, 2018, the ECC filed suit against the Town Board alleging that it acted unlawfully in approving a
special permit for the assisted living facility. Under the Town’s zoning law, in order to protect medical emergency first
responders who would be expected to travel at high rates of speed to respond to more than 100 expected medical
emergencies there each year, no assisted living facility is permitted to be located more than 200 feet from the nearest state
or county right-of-way and such access is supposed to be both direct and non-circuitous.
But not in Edgemont. The Underhill Road site is more than a mile away from where an assisted living facility
would be permitted, and it has a dangerous downward sloping hairpin turn. Its access to Central Avenue is anything but
direct and non-circuitous. Yet, the Town Board said yes. If it gets built, Edgemont taxpayers alone will forever bear the cost
of providing emergency medical service to the facility, while our first responders are put at risk to get there.
The ECC is the umbrella organization for all the Edgemont civic associations and is the only group representing the
entire Edgemont community. As it begins its 71 st year of service, I ask that you support the ECC by sending in your
membership dues. In addition to supporting the annual newsletter and other activities, your dues support the School Board
Nominating Committee. I also encourage you to become involved, either with your civic association, or with the ECC. The
greater your awareness and participation, the more we can make a different for Edgemont. I look forward to seeing you on
the 25th.
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Founded in 1947 to determine community
opinion on civic matters and coordinate
community action thereon and to plan and
promote the general welfare of the
community embraced within Union Free
School District # 6.

Officers

President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Robert Bernstein
Richard Gipstein
Andrea Weiss
Dylan F. Pyne
TBD

Directors - 3-Year Term Ending June 30, 2021
President: Robert Bernstein
First Vice President: Richard Gipstein
Second Vice President: Lisa Decker
Treasurer: Dylan F. Pyne
Secretary: Pamela Montgomery

Jeremy Feffer, Liyan Lin, Eliana Weismann and Andrea Weiss

Directors - 2-Year Term Ending June 30, 2020
Mark Lafayette

Directors - 1-Year Term Ending June 30, 2019
Lisa Decker

Tom Agoglia
Robert Bernstein
Joshua Berlin
Lisa Decker
Jeremy Feffer
Alan Fishman
Richard Gipstein
Hillary Greenberg
Jon Guttenberg
Warren Hershkowitz
Mark Lafayette

Liyan Lin
Nichole Michelson
Pamela Montgomery
George Nuhko
Yasmin Pacia
Nilesh Patel
Dylan F. Pyne
Philip Spampinato
Andrea Weiss
Eliana Weissman

Jiang Zhu
Genevieve Jaffe
Diane Gipstein

The Central Park Avenue Civic Association
The Cotswold Association, Inc.
The Old Edgemont Association
Fort Hill Association
Greenridge Association
Longview Association
Northern Greenville Association
Southern Greenville Association

Newsletter Editors:
Robert Bernstein
Pamela Montgomery
Dylan F. Pyne

School Board Nominating Committee
Chair - Andrea Weiss
2 Year - Diane Gipstein
1 Year - Ellen Litt
Alternate: TBD

Thank you to Hilary Greenburg who will be completing her term on the ECC
Board of Directors this year, for her years of service to the community.

Stay informed on what is going on in Edgemont
The Edgemont Community Council meets the first Monday of every month
throughout the school year. We encourage you to attend our meetings and visit the
ECC’s website, www.edgemontecc.com, where we post minutes from our monthly
meetings as well as regular news updates. Also please visit our Facebook page
(FB.com/EdgemontCommunityCouncil) or follow us on Twitter @EdgemontECC
to join the dialogue and sign up for Edgemont news alerts.
Just a reminder from your Board of Directors about Voter registration
All citizens of the United States who are registered voters are eligible to cast a ballot
in the School District budget vote and election on Tuesday May 15, 2018. The
voting place is the Gymnasium at Edgemont Junior/Senior High School on
White Oak Lane.
The polls will be open from 6 AM to 9 PM. Registration information can be
obtained from the School District at its business office at Edgemont Junior/Senior
School on White Oak Lane during normal school hours.
All high school students who will be eighteen years of age by May 15th are
urged to register to vote as soon as possible so that they may be allowed to
participate in the election.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Last year, I wrote, “will we or won’t we?” Twelve months later, that is still the question.
Incorporate, that is. As I prepare this report on this, our 71 st year of service to the Edgemont community, an
appellate court has agreed to decide on an expedited basis Town Supervisor Paul Feiner’s appeal of a lower court order
allowing us to vote, in accordance with state law, on whether to become the Town’s seventh village. In the meantime, our
state assemblyman in Albany, Tom Abinanti, a resident of the Town of Mount Pleasant, says Mr. Feiner’s appeal will give
him just enough time to get state law changed retroactively so that when the appellate court does rule, Edgemont’s
incorporation will get decided not by the residents of Edgemont who petitioned the government for the right to vote, but
rather by those voters who would still remain in the rest of unincorporated Greenburgh.
What is the role of the ECC in all this? While many of us are pro-incorporation, there are some directors who are
not, and still others who aren’t yet persuaded one way or the other. Once our right to vote is confirmed and a date for the
referendum is fixed, we are determined to give each side an opportunity in a neutral venue to present its side of the case,
subject only to the admonition that factual statements be substantiated with actual data. If they are not, Edgemont voters will
know what to do.
But on the seminal issue of whether we should be allowed to vote at all, there seems near unanimity – except
among certain die-hard incorporation opponents. So convinced they are that they alone know better than the rest of us, these
opponents also found nothing wrong with the Town’s secret use last year of private detectives to enter Edgemont homes to
try to trick petitioner signers into voiding their signatures; they also didn’t seem to have a problem with Mr. Feiner
unlawfully striking hundreds of signatures on the incorporation petition because a resident said she found seven signatures
just didn’t look right to her; nor did they have a problem with Mr. Feiner artificially inflating the number of signatures
required by including thousands of residents who don’t live in Edgemont or, if they did once live within our borders, they
have since died or moved away. Nor did they have a problem with Mr. Feiner ignoring hundreds of residents from
throughout unincorporated Greenburgh who stormed Town Hall last Father’s Day to object to Mr. Feiner’s last minute need
for board approval for a home rule request to get Albany to take away the right of anyone in unincorporated Greenburgh to
vote on incorporation (assuming a court would later rule that Mr. Feiner’s actions in blocking the Edgemont vote were
unlawful, which it did).
As ECC president, I am proud of our community and its steadfast willingness to stand up to ham-fisted efforts like
these to suppress our right to vote. I am also proud of the many new leaders of Edgemont who have come forward to
volunteer their time and skills. While it may not have been what opponents of incorporation would have wanted, and it
surely could not have been what Mr. Feiner intended, these misguided actions have forged a solid consensus among
Edgemont residents, young and old, new and those like myself who’ve been here for decades, like none I have ever
witnessed.
In the meantime, I encourage everyone with questions about incorporation to raise them. The Edgemont
Incorporation Committee has a website, www.edgemont2018.org, which has a lot of information and is frequently updated
with more data, and FAQs. The EIC and an affiliated group, Incorporation for a Better Edgemont or IBE, also run several
social media sites on Facebook. Opponents of incorporation thus far seemed to be using social media sites like
nextdoor.com, letters to the Scarsdale Inquirer, and emails to their supporters. Residents still on the fence should sample
what each side has to say and how they say it.

SILVER BOWL AWARD FOR SERVICE TO ANISH NANAVATY

The Edgemont Community Council award for distinguished community service has been awarded just about every
year since 1950. The ECC’s Silver Bowl Committee this year recommended that we present this year’s Silver Bowl to
Edgemont resident Anish Nanavaty for his years of service on the Edgemont School Board.
Anish served on the board between 2011 and 2017, and was its president during the 2016-17 school year. Duing his
tenure, he led several key initiatives, including a $14 million bond issuance, the renegotiation of the teachers’ contract, and
various other financial measures that allowed the district to reduce the volatility in its tax rate increases and enabled it to
meet the New York State tax cap. Anish’s contribution to the school district has allowed the district to remain on a solid
financial footing for now and, because of the strategies he has implemented, for the years to come.
Anish lives on Evandale Road with his wife Malhar and son Anubhav, a college student, and daughter Mehek, an
eighth grader. He has a bachelor’s degree in science and engineering from the Wharton Business School at the University
of Pennsylvania. Anish works as a financial consultant through his company Free Ion Advisors, LLC, where he leverages
his experience in analytics and decision sciences, digital transformation, process reengineering, shared services and
outsourcing. He currently serves on the board of Digital Divide Data, a non-profit that delivers digital services to corporate
clients while employing and educating disadvantaged people in development countries and the United States.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ECC BY-LAWS

This year the ECC Board of Directors has proposed one amendment to the Council’s By-Laws. The proposed
amendment would create a process in which the ECC Board of Directors can accept nominations to appoint an additional
member of the Board of Directors, outside of the 15 at-large Directors, to represent a civic association which is inactive and
thus cannot appoint a member to represent them themselves. The ECC Bylaws currently allow Civic Associations to appoint
a representative and alternate representative to the ECC Board of Directors to represent their civic association, but currently
if a civic association is inactive then that inactive civic association could have no representation on the ECC Board of
Directors. The following language would be added to Article V, Section 2 of the ECC Bylaws:
If on or before March 15 of any year a civic association is inactive the Edgemont Community Council nominating
committee, comprised as outlined in Article VII, Section 4, may: (i) accept nominations to fill the directorship and alternate
allocated to civic association directly from residents of the area represented by the affected civic association; and (ii)
thereafter select an individual to fill each vacancy from the nominations received. Any such directly made nominee/selectee
must be a resident of the area covered by the affected civic association. The nominating committee shall select the
candidate(s) to fill any vacancy by plurality of vote of Council Members at the annual meeting of the membership.

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATING COMMITTEE

In accordance with the current School Board Nominating Committee By-Laws, Sections A.4(a&d), Designation
of Members of the Committee ...The second announcement must include the dates and places of the meetings at
which elections will be held and the names of all candidates previously submitted who will be considered for
election. ... If an organization does not comply with the foregoing requirements, its designees shall not serve as a
member of the Committee. In accordance with a 2010 change to Council’s by-laws, unless Council’s Board of
Directors acts to fill a position, only the individuals named below from their sending organizations will be
eligible for election and subsequent seating on the Committee.
Central Park Avenue - INACTIVE - Please contact
EdgemontCommunityCouncil@gmail.com if you are
interested in reactivating your Civic Association
1 Year
Anthony Magardino
1 Year
TBD
Alternate
TBD

Northern Greenville - INACTIVE - Please contact
EdgemontCommunityCouncil@gmail.com if you are
interested in reactivating your Civic Association
1 Year
Dylan F. Pyne
1 Year
TBD
Alternate
TBD

Old Edgemont - Annual Meeting Monday May 21, 2018
at 8:00 PM in the EHS Guidance Conference Room
2 Year
Sharyn Lewis
2 Year
David Stern
Alternate
TBD

Southern Greenville - Annual Meeting Monday, April 23rd
at 8PM at Greenville School Library
2 Year
Henie Simon
1 Year
Mrinal Jahnghani
Alternate
Hilary Greenburg

Fort Hill - Annual Meeting to be Conducted via Email
1 Year
Scott Krochek
1 Year
Jeff Sherwin
Alternate
Jennifer DeMarrias

Cotswold – Annual Meeting Sunday May 6, 2018 from
4PM to 6PM at Location TBD
2 Year
Ann Devries
1 Year
Victor Gialleonardo
Alternate
Amy Foote

Greenridge - Annual Meeting TBD
2 Year
Sabina Ali
1 Year
Dana Leff Niedzielska
Alternate
TBD
Longview – Annual Meeting Sunday, May 20 from 3PM
to 5PM at Wheels Day (Longview and Delhi)
2 Year
David Roy
1 Year
Robin Luband
Alternate
TBD

Edgemont Community Council - Annual Meeting
Wednesday April 25, 2018 at 8PM in the Greenville
Elementary Gymnasium
2 Year
Diane Gipstein
1 Year
Ellen Litt
Alternate
TBD

I am interested in furthering the activities of the Edgemont Community Council and would like to become a member or
renew my membership.
□ I have NOT paid my dues for this year so enclosed are my family’s dues of $30 for July 1, 2017—June 30, 2018. This
ensures my voting rights at the upcoming ECC Annual Meeting. If I have already paid this year then I want this to be an
additional contribution to further support the ECC.
□ Enclosed are my family’s dues of $30 for July 1, 2018—June 30, 2019.
Names of Residents in
Household over 18:
Mailing Street Address:
Email Address(es) of
Resident(s) in Household:
□
□
□
□

Central Park Avenue Association
Cotswold Association
Old Edgemont Association
Greenridge Association

Civic Association

□
□
□
□

Fort Hill Association
Longview Civic Association
Northern Greenville Association
Southern Greenville Association

Mail form and Payment (Cash or Check) to:

The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 1161
Scarsdale, NY 10583-9161

Contact the ECC: Email – EdgemontCommunityCouncil@gmail.com | Facebook – FB.com/EdgemontCommunityCouncil |
Twitter – @EdgemontECC
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