April 2016

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
The Edgemont Community Council, Inc. cordially invites you to attend its Annual Meeting on
Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at 8 PM in the Greenville School Cafeteria, Glendale Road, Scarsdale, NY.
We will begin our 69th year of service to the Edgemont Community.
On the agenda for the April 20th meeting are the President's Report; the Treasurer's Annual Report; the
election of Officers and Directors of the Council for 2016-2017; the presentation of the Silver Bowl
award for service to our community; and a Guest Speaker.
GUEST SPEAKER
This year’s guest speaker will be Village of Ardsley Mayor Peter Porcino. Mayor Porcino, a Democrat, is in his
third two-year term as mayor, first elected in 2011. He served three terms as village trustee, starting in 2005, and was deputy
mayor from 2006-2011. He served on Ardsley’s Board of Architectural Review from 1996 to 1999 and on the village’s
Zoning Board of Appeals from 1999 to 2005. He originally got involved in village affairs when he served on a citizen’s
committee to address commuting alternatives, and also served on a committee to monitor outside development. He also
participated in a Hastings committee assessing the Ginsburg development on Route 9A and on an ad hoc committee
opposed to the Ridge Hill project in Yonkers. He is a partner in the Manhattan law firm of Cowan, Liebowitz & Latman,
where he focuses on corporate and commercial law. He joined the firm after a state clerkship in 1978; he graduated from
NYU Law School in 1976 and received a BA from the University of Rochester in 1973. Mayor Porcino will speak about
the pros and cons of governing a small independent village – a little more than half the size of Edgemont – in the Town of
Greenburgh.

THE SILVER BOWL AWARD
This year the ECC will bestow its Silver Bowl Award for distinguished community service on longtime Cotswold
resident Howard Hirsch. Howard is stepping down this year as ECC’s first vice president and chairman of the School Board
Nominating Committee. Prior to joining the ECC he served with distinction for 16 years as a founder, director and cochairman of the Edgemont School Foundation and as a member of Town’s Police Advisory Committee as well as its Budget
Advisory Commission. Please turn to page 4 for a full overview of Howard’s service.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
It's been another busy year for the ECC. During the past 12 months, the ECC succeeded in getting the Town to
adopt a law we wrote to put an end to brothels operating illicitly in Edgemont as “adult massage parlors.”
We also succeeded in finally getting the Town to address the need in Edgemont for sidewalks to allow our children
to walk safely to and from our elementary schools. Nothing’s actually been built yet, and it will be years before the Town
will construct what’s needed, but there’s at least a chance that a sidewalk on a portion of Seely Place might actually be built
later this year.
In addition, we also successfully challenged the Town’s determination that no zoning variances are required to
build an 80-bed assisted living facility at the site of the Sprain Brook Nursery, even though the nearest state or county “right
of way” – Central Avenue – is nearly a mile away. The zoning code says that such facilities may only be located within 200
feet of a state or county right of way. We expect a formal decision in our favor very soon.
On a sad note, the developer looking to build a 45-unit apartment complex off Dromore Road has just filed a new
lawsuit against Edgemont’s cloistered nuns seeking once again to extinguish a restrictive covenant on their property that for
100 years has barred the construction of apartment buildings there. The ECC succeeded two years ago in getting the first
suit against the nuns dismissed, and will once again be assisting the nuns with their defense. If you can, please contribute to
the ECC’s Dromore Defense Fund.
The ECC is the umbrella organization for all the Edgemont civic associations and is the only group representing the
entire Edgemont community. As it begins its 69th year of service, I ask that you support ECC by sending in your
membership dues. In addition to supporting the annual newsletter and other activities, your dues support the School Board
Nominating Committee, which is funded solely by ECC. I also encourage you to become involved, either with your civic
association or with ECC. The greater your awareness and participation, the more we can make a difference for Edgemont.
I look forward to seeing you on the 20th.
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The Edgemont Community Council meets the first Monday of every month
throughout the school year. We encouraged you to attend our meetings and visit
the ECC’s website, www.edgemontecc.com, where we post minutes from our
monthly meetings as well as regular news updates. Also please visit our Facebook
page (FB.com/EdgemontCommunityCouncil) or follow us on
Twitter @EdgemontECC to join the dialogue and sign up for Edgemont news alerts.

Just a reminder from your Board of Directors about Voter registration
All citizens of the United States who are registered voters are eligible to cast a
ballot in the School District budget vote and election on Tuesday May 17, 2016.
The voting place is the Gymnasium at Edgemont Junior/Senior High School on
White Oak Lane.
The polls will be open from 6 AM to 9 PM. Registration information can be
obtained from the School District at its business office at Edgemont Junior/Senior
School on White Oak Lane during normal school hours.
All high school students who will be eighteen years of age by May 19th are urged
to register to vote as soon as possible so that they may be allowed to participate
in the election.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

In this critically important election year, as we think about our country’s next president, some might well ask if
local government really matters. After all, if you own a home in Edgemont, the taxes you pay to the local government for
municipal services are generally only about 16% of your total property tax bill, while 60% of the bill covers the cost of the
reason most of chose to live here in the first place – our nationally-ranked school district.
As I enter my third and possibly final year of my second stint as ECC president, I think about this a lot. The ECC
straddles both town and school affairs. We represent the interests of Edgemont’s residents in matters concerning the Town
and, at the same time, we sponsor the School Board Nominating Committee which works to ensure the quality of an
Edgemont education by recommending each year an extraordinarily gifted and diverse set of dedicated school board
candidates. Even though I have lived in Edgemont for 25 years, I did not become actively involved until around 2003. At
that time, many of my Edgemont friends and neighbors thought, because they had a Scarsdale post office address, they
actually lived in the Village of Scarsdale, and either didn’t know, or didn’t want to know, about the Town of Greenburgh.
But there is good reason to care about local government, perhaps now more than ever before, because Edgemont’s
economic sustainability depends on it. The Town has just completed its town-wide revaluation. The purpose of revaluation,
which the Town hasn’t done since 1956, was to ensure tax fairness by making sure that properties with the same general
market value are paying the same in property taxes. Before revaluation, owners of comparably priced homes on the same
streets in Edgemont paid widely different amounts of property taxes. Those anomalies should have ended with revaluation,
but it doesn’t look like they have. For example, on one Edgemont street, seven almost identical homes received assessments
almost $250,000 apart. As this report is being prepared, we’re hearing more and more reports like this which, if true, turns
tax fairness on its head.
One of the other consequences of revaluation is that the relevant assessed value of Edgemont as a whole will
increase when compared with the rest of unincorporated Greenburgh. What this means is that while we currently fund
24.7% of the property taxes collected from the Town’s unincorporated area, preliminary assessment figures show that
Edgemont will be paying 27.02% for town services.
Does it really matter whether we’re paying 24.7% or 27.02%? It might matter a lot. The Town Board makes all
taxing and spending decisions with regard to municipal services in Edgemont; and the Town is legally responsible for all
zoning and planning decisions in Edgemont. Yet Edgemont has no representation on the Town Board and with only around
8% of the Town’s overall population, there is little chance of getting anyone from Edgemont elected.
But does an increase in the amount we pay to the Town really matter? The Town collects around $50 million a
year in property taxes to fund municipal services in unincorporated Greenburgh. At 24.7%, we were paying around $12.3
million of that, but at 27.02%, we’ll be paying $13.5 million, or around $1.2 million more. That’s about a 10% hike in our
town taxes next year. And we’ll also be paying relatively more for our county taxes too. That additional $1.2 million we pay
next year to the Town may persuade those in Edgemont who do not favor incorporation to take another look at the
economics of Edgemont becoming its own village in Greenburgh, where we can legally elect our own leaders and make our
own decisions when it comes to zoning and planning.
There are pros and cons to incorporation, of course. Some argue that having Greenburgh provide municipal
services offers Edgemont economies of scale that an independent village would not have. But others argue that
Greenburgh’s six villages, including Ardsley, which is half our size, have managed just fine. And an independent Edgemont
can outsource services and pay only for those services it needs.
My purpose today is not to advocate for or against incorporation, but to suggest that the time to start that
conversation is now because, even as we decide such weighty matters as the future direction of our country, the future
direction of Edgemont is likewise at stake.
The issues that the ECC has had to deal with this past year underscore the importance of that conversation. The
Town’s Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee initially recommended a plan calling for construction of hundreds of
apartments in Edgemont in so-called “nodes” along Central Avenue and along the Pipeline near the Hartsdale Train Station.
Alarmed Edgemont residents came out in droves to protest the proposal and the committee agreed to kill it – but there’s no
guarantee it won’t be resurrected at some point in the future.
Indeed, the same economic drivers that prompted the committee to make the recommendation in the first place are
still there – a desperate need on the part of the Town for more tax ratables in value-laden Edgemont to offset a declining tax
base in others part of the Town.
The prospect of a dramatic increase in the number of apartments in Edgemont could destroy Edgemont as we know
it. This is because one third of Edgemont’s entire housing stock already consists of apartments and a sudden change in the
ratio of apartments to single family homes could lead to overcrowded schools and huge tax hikes to pay for expanded
facilities and additional teachers. As a result, Edgemont residents must make sure Town officials – none of whom are likely
to be from Edgemont – don’t try to sneak this through some other way.
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Would town officials ever play fast and loose like that? The case of the company that wants to build an 80-bed
assisted living facility in Edgemont on less than four acres and nearly a mile from the nearest state or county “right of way”
comes to mind. Town officials very much want this project, thinking it will generate a substantial amount of property taxes.
But even though the zoning code requires a minimum of four acres and, in order to ensure quick access to emergency
medical vehicles, no such facility may be more than 200 feet from the nearest state or county “right-of-way,” the town’s
building inspector said no zoning variances are required. The ECC spent months challenging that determination and, while
it looks like we’ll win before the Zoning Board, the battle is far from over. Stuff like this matters because the first
responders for medical emergencies in Edgemont are the Greenville Fire District, which means we pay for that.
Even on a basic quality of life issue like brothels operating as “adult” massage parlors, we struggled. The police
chief told us that Edgemont had become the adult massage parlor capital of Westchester County, but even though other
municipalities in New York had adopted local laws to deal with the problem, the Town attorney refused to draft anything.
As a result, the ECC wrote the law, got the Town to introduce it, and then had to wait nearly a year before the Town
grudgingly adopted it. Whether the Town will now enforce it is another matter entirely.
On the other hand, we’re beginning to see some success with the Town. After about 15 years of Edgemont parents
demanding it, Town leaders have reversed themselves and now say they support building sidewalks in Edgemont for our
kids to walk to and from school. A sidewalk on Seely Place has been promised by the end of this year, but it may be years
before any others are built.
We also succeeded in getting the Town to put the brakes on a proposed expansion of the already far-too-congested
Midway Shopping Center. We insisted on the Town requiring implementation of safety improvements before removing any
more parking spaces to accommodate construction of more storefronts and suggested replacing the always crowded parking
lot with a structured parking facility. But it’s only a matter of time when the owner comes back with something else, and
we’ll have to start all over again.
I believe most town leaders want to do the right thing. But I can’t begin to tell you how much time and effort it
takes to protect Edgemont from a town government that often seems to have different priorities. Instead of working
constructively with us, we are all too often cast as adversaries playing a never-ending game of cat-and-mouse. Most town
decision-making today takes place in secret behind closed doors. Public input, no matter how thoughtful or well prepared,
is generally ignored unless we’re also able to pack Town Hall with angry residents to back us up. Local government
shouldn’t work this way. We need a local government that not only protects our quality of life, but one that also works hand
in glove with our school district to preserve and protect the value of an Edgemont education.

SILVER BOWL AWARD FOR SERVICE TO HOWARD HIRSCH

The Edgemont Community Council award for distinguished community service has been awarded just about every
year since 1950 to an Edgemont resident. The ECC’s Silver Bowl Committee recommended unanimously to present this
year's Silver Bowl to Edgemont resident Howard Hirsch for his more than twenty years of actively volunteering for
Edgemont, the Town and our schools.
As first vice president of the ECC, Howard assisted in building our remarkably robust - yet low cost - online
communications network which, depending on the message, allows us to reach hundreds and on occasion tens of thousands
of people. As chairman these past two years of the ECC’s School Board Nominating Committee, Howard led efforts to
recruit a record number of excellent candidates. Howard also played a critically important role most recently by appearing
on ECC’s behalf in dozens of meetings of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee.
Before joining the ECC, Howard served for 16 years on Edgemont School Foundation where he served as chairman
of the grants committee and then co-chairman. Using his experience from his home technology business, he was
instrumental in getting ESF to fund hundreds of thousands of dollars in grants for the latest in computer hardware and
software. He also managed and coached in the Junior Panthers football team, which gave our children the opportunity to
play in a Westchester football league. He was active with the E Club and was part of the Board that funded the fitness center
at the high school. In addition, Howard has served on a number of school committees, including the Information
Technology search committee that resulted in bringing Mike Curtin to the school district.
Outside the School District he has served as co-chairman of the Greenburgh Police Advisory Board, which meets
regularly with the Town’s police chief to get the Town to better understand Edgemont’s policing needs, as well as a member
of the Greenburgh Budget Advisory Commission, where he became our eyes and ears on what was happening with the
Town’s troubled finances and was instrumental in justifying to the town the needs for the recently implemented financial
software management system. Howard’s also been involved for years in the Cotswold Civic Association.
Howard’s service has greatly benefited Edgemont, and the larger community around it. He has earned the respect
and gratitude of the entire Edgemont community. Please join us on April 20 at 8 PM to celebrate his distinguished service.
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REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATING COMMITTEE

In accordance with the current School Board Nominating Committee By-Laws, Sections A.4(a&d), Designation
of Members of the Committee ...The second announcement must include the dates and places of the meetings at
which elections will be held and the names of all candidates previously submitted who will be considered for
election. ... If an organization does not comply with the foregoing requirements, its designees shall not serve as a
member of the Committee. In accordance with a 2010 change to Council’s by-laws, unless Council’s Board of
Directors acts to fill a position, only the individuals named below from their sending organizations will be
eligible for election and subsequent seating on the Committee.
Central Park Avenue - INACTIVE - Please contact EdgemontSBNC@gmail.com by 4/20/16 to volunteer to serve and
EdgemontCommunityCouncil@gmail.com if you are interested in reactivating your Civic Association
1 Year
Will Heishman
1 Year
Eileen Westler
Alternate
Vacant
Edgemont
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 16, 2016 at 8:00 PM in the Edgemont High School Faculty Lounge
Caryn Balamaci
Mark Rosenblatt
TBD

Fort Hill
1 Year
1 Year
Alternate

March 23, 2016 at 8:00PM in the Greenville Elementary School Library
Andy Resnick
Jaclyn Liu
Randy Stuzin

Greenridge
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 1, 2016 at 10:00AM at 204 Old Colony Road in Hartsdale
TBD
TBD
TBD

Longview
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 22, 2016 at 4:00PM - 6:00PM at Wheels Day location (6/5 Rain Date)
Margie Lewis
Gene Kabakov
TBD

Northern Greenville - INACTIVE - Please contact EdgemontSBNC@gmail.com by 4/20/16 to volunteer to serve and
EdgemontCommunityCouncil@gmail.com if you are interested in reactivating your Civic Association
1 Year
Jeremy Barker
1 Year
Evelyn Ray
Alternate
Vacant
Southern Greenville
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 23, 2016 at 8:00PM in the Greenville Elementary School Library
Calvin Chin
Suzanne Lovett
TBD

Cotswold
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 1, 2016 at 4:00PM - 6:00PM at TBD
TBD
Joe Naya
TBD

Edgemont Community Council
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

April 20, 2016 at 8:00PM in the Greenville Elementary School Cafeteria
Jiang Zhu
Schuyler Kraus
Genevieve Jaffe
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Contact the ECC: Email – EdgemontCommunityCouncil@gmail.com | Facebook – FB.com/EdgemontCommunityCouncil |
Twitter – @EdgemontECC

The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 1161
Scarsdale, NY 10583-9161

I am interested in furthering the activities of the Edgemont Community Council and would like to become a member or
renew my membership.
 I have NOT paid my dues for this year so enclosed are my family’s dues of $30 for July 1, 2015—June 30, 2016. If I
have already paid this year then I want this to be an additional contribution to further support the ECC.
 Enclosed are my family’s dues of $30 for July 1, 2016—June 30, 2017
Residents in Household over 18:
Address:
Email Address(es):
Civic Association:

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Central Park Avenue Association
Cotswold Association
Edgemont Association
Fort Hill Association
Greenridge Association
Longview Civic Association
Northern Greenville Association
Southern Greenville Association

