April 2015

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The Edgemont Community Council, Inc. cordially invites you to attend its Annual Meeting on
Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 8 PM in the Greenville School Cafeteria, Glendale Road, Scarsdale, NY.
We will begin our 68th year of service to the Edgemont Community.
On the agenda for the April 29th meeting are the President's Report; the Treasurer's Annual Report; the
election of Officers and Directors of the Council for 2015-2016; the presentation of the Silver Bowl
award for service to our community; and a Guest Speaker.
GUEST SPEAKER

This year’s guest speaker will be Greenburgh Chief of Police Chris McNerney. Chief McNerney became police chief in
November 2013 when Chief Joseph DeCarlo retired. Before his appointment, Chief McNerney had been captain of the
detective division of the Police Department for the past four years. He previously served as a police lieutenant and
commanding officer of the Town’s special investigations unit. Unlike his predecessors, Chief McNerney is also a lawyer.
He has a JD degree from Pace University and a BS degree, magna cum laude, from Mercy College. He is a resident of the
Village of Ardsley, a former president of the Ardsley Little League, and has been involved in many community activities.
As Greenburgh’s newest police chief, Chief McNerney appeared this past fall at an ECC meeting, where he announced his
support for the construction of sidewalks for Edgemont children to be able to walk to and from Edgemont’s two elementary
schools. He also announced his support for legislation to give police the tools they need to close down local brothels
fronting as “massage parlors” and has publicly come out in favor of ECC president Bob Bernstein’s draft legislation
submitted to the Greenburgh Town Board to do just that.
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THE SILVER BOWL AWARD

This year the ECC will bestow its Silver Bowl Award for distinguished community service on Cotswold resident
Aubrey Graf Daniels. Aubrey is president of the Cotswold Association, a former officer and director of the ECC, a founder
and chair of Edgemont Cares, which is the service arm of the ECC, and a volunteer in the Edgemont schools. Please turn to
page 4 for a full overview of Aubrey’s service.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

I am interested in furthering the activities of the Edgemont Community Council and would like to become a member.
Enclosed are my family’s dues for the year July 1, 2015—June 30, 2016.

As this report goes to press, the Town’s Comprehensive Steering Plan Committee released the long awaited second
draft of its report. Once again, the report calls for zoning changes along Central Avenue to encourage the construction of
combined retail and apartment buildings in “nodes” on all corners of Ardsley Road and Central Avenue; along Central
Avenue in the vicinity of Mount Joy and Henry Streets, and near the Hartsdale Train Station along Pipeline and Old Colony
Roads.
Because one-third of our 2800 households already consist of apartments where, because Edgemont is a high
performance school district, the number of children living there is much higher than the national average, and because, by
law, apartment buildings cover only a small fraction of school taxes, the town’s plan, if adopted, could jeopardize the ability
of the school district to continue to provide a nationally-ranked quality education at a cost residents can afford.
The committee has announced plans so far for only one public hearing at Town Hall on April 28 – one day before
our annual ECC meeting.
Edgemont residents last year came out in droves to oppose the first draft of the committee’s plan, which essentially
called for the same thing. A copy of the revised plan is posted on the ECC’s website and Facebook pages. It may also be
found at greenburghcomprehensiveplan.com.
I’ll have a more detailed summary of our other activities in the “president’s report” section of this newsletter.
The ECC is the umbrella organization for all the Edgemont civic associations and is the only group representing the
entire Edgemont community. As it begins its 68th year of service, I ask that you support ECC by sending in your
membership dues. In addition to supporting the annual newsletter and other activities, your dues support the School Board
Nominating Committee, which is funded solely by ECC. I also encourage you to become involved, either with your civic
association or with ECC. The greater your awareness and participation, the more we can make a difference for Edgemont.
I look forward to seeing you on the 29th.
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The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.
Founded in 1947 to determine community
opinion on civic matters and coordinate
community action thereon and to plan and
promote the general welfare of the
community embraced within Union Free
School District # 6.

Officers:
President: Robert Bernstein
First Vice President: Howard Hirsch
Second Vice President: Peter Mellis
Treasurer: Gregory Adams
Recording / Corr. Secretary: Alix Brown

Robert Bernstein
Howard Hirsch
Matthew Jaffee
Gregory Adams
Dylan Pyne

Directors - 3-Year Term Ending June 30, 2018
Mrinal Jhangiani, Peter Mellis, Dylan Pyne, Matthew Meladossi
Directors - 2-Year Term Ending June 30, 2017
Directors - 1-Year Term Ending June 30, 2016
Gregory Adams

Directors:
Gregory Adams
Jeanmarie Airo
Robert Bernstein
Alix Brown
Roz Chantz
Alec Clarke
Hilary Greenberg
Howard Hirsch

Regina Hopkins
Matthew Jaffe
Mrinal Jhangiani
Ed Krauss
Mark Lafayette
Peter Mellis
Dylan Pyne

SBNC Representatives:

School Board Nominating Committee - 1-Year Term Ending June 30, 2016
Chair: Howard Hirsch
Pamela Montgomery, Mike Rosen
Alternate: Schuyler Kraus

Just a reminder from your Board of Directors about Voter registration.
All citizens of the United States who are registered voters are eligible to cast a

Pamela Montgomery
Mike Rosen

ballot in the School District budget vote and election on Tuesday May 19, 2015.

The eight member associations of the
Edgemont Community Council, Inc. are:

White Oak Lane. The polls will be open from 6 AM to 9 PM. Registration

The Central Park Avenue Civic Association
The Cotswold Association, Inc.
The Edgemont Association
Fort Hill Association
Greenridge Association
Longview Association
Northern Greenville Association
Southern Greenville Association

Edgemont Junior/Senior School on White Oak Lane during normal school hours.

Newsletter Editors:
Robert Bernstein
Howard Hirsch
The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.
Newsletter is published annually by the
Board of Directors and is distributed without
charge throughout the Edgemont
Community.

The voting place is the Gymnasium at Edgemont Junior/Senior High School on
information can be obtained from the School District at its business office at
All high school students who will be eighteen years of age by May 19th are
urged to register to vote as soon as possible so that they may be allowed to
participate in the election.
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REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Election of Officers and Directors
Officers
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Treasurer
Recording/Corresp. Secretary

The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.

In accordance with the current School Board Nominating Committee By-Laws, Sections A.4(a&d), Designation
of Members of the Committee ...The second announcement must include the dates and places of the meetings at
which elections will be held and the names of all candidates previously submitted who will be considered for
election. ... If an organization does not comply with the foregoing requirements, its designees shall not serve as a
member of the Committee‖ In accordance with a 2010 change to Council’s by-laws, unless Council’s Board of
Directors acts to fill a position, only the individuals named below from their sending organizations will be
eligible for election and subsequent seating on the Committee.
Central Park Avenue - inactive – please contact EdgemontSBNC@gmail.com by 4/28/15 to volunteer to serve
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate
Edgemont
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 18, 2015— 8:00 PM Edgemont High School Faculty Lounge
Michaeline Curtis
Lisa Decker
Mark Rosenblatt

Fort Hill
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

Meeting in process of being rescheduled
TBD
Kim Aslanian
TBD

Greenridge
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

April 19, 2015
TBD
TBD
TBD

Longview
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 31, 2015
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM At Wheels Day location – Longview (6/7 Rain Date)
Gene Kabakov
Michael Weksel
TBD

10:30 am

Will announce at Annual Meeting

Northern Greenville - inactive – please contact EdgemontSBNC@gmail.com by 4/28/15 to volunteer to serve
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate
Southern Greenville April 27, 2015
2 Year
Suzanne Lovett-Mohamed
1 Year
Hilary Greenberg
Alternate
Calvin Chin
Cotswold
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 3, 2015
4:00PM Will be announced in the Association's mailing
Joe Naya
Jolie Worborow
Danielle DeMaio

Edgemont Community Council
April 29, 2015
1 Year
Pamela Montgomery
1 Year
Mike Rosen
Alternate
Schuyler Kraus

Greenville School Cafeteria
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
The Edgemont Community Council has had another great year serving the 8500 residents of the Edgemont School
District and the Greenville Fire District.
This was the first year of my second stint as president – having taken a break from volunteer service for a few years
-- but since the ECC board operates as a team, we didn't miss a step as we transitioned from Monica Sganga to me. Many
thanks to Monica for her own years of service, as well as to Howard Hirsch who, in addition to being First Vice President,
ably chaired the School Board Nominating Committee; Greg Adams, as treasurer; and Alix Brown, our recording secretary.
The ECC year began this fall with a visit from Chief Chris McNerney. Chief McNerney, from whom you will be
hearing more as our guest speaker, said that one of his priorities as incoming chief of police was to make walking to and
from school for our schoolchildren as safe as possible. More specifically, at the start of the school year, he had met with
Aubrey Graf Daniels (our Silver Bowl winner this year) and others to evaluate the situation and concluded that sidewalks
were needed on Seely Place, a portion of Ardsley Road, and along most of the entire length of Fort Hill Road.
Chief McNerney said he was aware that Edgemont residents had been asking for years to have sidewalks
constructed and he was equally aware, he said, of the political opposition to these sidewalks from Greenburgh Town Hall,
where political leaders there were of the view that, no matter how dangerous it may be for Edgemont kids to walk to and
from school, if Edgemont wanted sidewalks it would have to pay for them itself. He was also aware that, because of the
burdens the Town imposes on homeowners with sidewalks in front of their homes, some residents do not want sidewalks
constructed. Chief McNerney said he was prepared to do battle because he found the conditions in Edgemont pose a
serious risk to children’s safety and, as a resident of Ardsley, with children of his own, he did not think the cost would have
to be shouldered solely by Edgemont or even the Town. He pointed out that the Village of Ardsley had recently received
federal funding to cover the entire cost of building nearly one mile of sidewalk along Heatherdell Road from private homes
in Ardsley to the entrance to Veteran Park. Because Edgemont is not an incorporated village, only the Town could apply
for such funding.
With support from the police chief, Town Supervisor Paul Feiner said he had changed his mind about sidewalks in
Edgemont and, after years of opposing them, he said he now supported their construction. Momentum seemed to be
building when, on December 2, Mr. Feiner and the rest of the town board said that the Town would not even consider
building sidewalks for Edgemont until Chief McNerney had completed a study analyzing sidewalk needs in all ten school
districts in incorporated Greenburgh.
But the town board flip-flopped again. In January, without committing to build anything in Edgemont, the board
said they would instead support a study by outside consultants of the need for sidewalks in Edgemont only. In accordance with
that directive, the Town asked for and received bids from outside vendors to conduct such a study. Even though the bids
were received on March 5, the town board has thus far neither disclosed nor discussed publicly what it received. As a result,
sidewalks in Edgemont appear once again to be on indefinite hold – although Chief McNerney insists he won’t let the town
board drop the ball.
The next major issue the ECC addressed this year concerned the proliferation of brothels fronting as massage
parlors along Central Avenue. At our meeting last fall, Chief McNerney said the problem of prostitution in Greenburgh had
gotten so bad that “Edgemont had become the illicit massage parlor capital of Westchester County.” Chief McNerney said
enforcement of prostitution laws was time consuming and expensive, usually involving multiple layers of law enforcement
and the United States Department of Homeland Security. But, he said, once a “sting” operation is conducted and the
massage parlors are closed down, existing laws allow them to reopen a short time later. The chief wanted Greenburgh to
give police the same legal tools other towns and villages in New York had given their police to shut down these illegal
massage parlors once and for all.
The chief had assured us that a new law would be introduced giving him the authority he needed, but soon
thereafter we learned that the town attorney refused to write it claiming that towns in New York do not have the legal
authority to enact such laws. Because the town attorney wouldn’t do it, I wrote the law myself, basing it on laws that other
New York towns and villages and successfully adopted without any legal challenge. For his part, Mr. Feiner introduced the
law, but because of continued opposition from the town attorney and the town clerk, and unwillingness on the part of Mr.
Feiner and the town board for the past four months to invite me to explain how the new law worked and why it was legal, it
is unlikely the law will be approved anytime soon, if at all.
At press time for this newsletter, the Town was mulling asking a second time for a non-binding legal opinion from
the Attorney General. The first such request for such an opinion was rejected by the attorney general’s office on procedural
grounds. If the town board elects to send such a letter, enactment of the proposed law could take at least nine months or
longer, depending on when the attorney general’s office responds and whether the Town discloses in a timely manner when
the response is received.
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It is not clear why the Town insists on receiving these non-binding legal opinions. Similar legislation in New York
has never been challenged, including the most sweeping such law, enacted by the Town of Clarkstown, in 1996. This is not
surprising since the only businesses with standing to sue are the illegal massage parlors themselves (who are unlikely to
want to sue in the first place) and the state attorney general, who is not likely to challenge a municipality’s legal right to
enact laws to stop prostitution.
In the meantime, Greenburgh police conducted an undercover investigation last month, arresting 11 women,
including one as young as 18, and closing down six of the estimated 11 massage parlors operating locally. All six massage
parlors have since reopened – just as Chief McNerney said they would -- precisely because local police still lack the legal
tools the law we proposed to give them.
In other news, the Town saw no legal problem enacting legislation jointly requested by Edgemont’s three
competing car dealers for the right to expand their facilities on condition that no competitors be allowed to open up their
own showrooms on Central Avenue in Edgemont. Even though the ECC pointed out to the Town that such actions appear
to be aiding a violation of the federal and state antitrust laws, the Town Board refused to insist that the car dealers
indemnify the Town for any wrongdoing; nor did the Town Board even think it was necessary to solicit the opinions of the
attorney general on that issue.
Instead, the Town Board thought they could get around the problem – and mitigating any damage -- by
subsequently changing the zoning code to allow for additional competing car dealers to open up in Edgemont on Central.
However, even though the idea was proposed in October, no such legislation has been enacted.
The other big news this year, of course, was the settlement of the Fortress Bible litigation in which town officials
were found guilty of violating the constitutional rights of a church. The Town settled the case for $6.5 million, which is
believed to be the largest religious discrimination settlement against a municipality in U.S. history. Even though we were
assured by Mr. Feiner that the settlement would be funded by insurance, $5.5 million of it is being paid for by taxpayers
over the course of ten years.
Finally, with the assistance of ECC directors Howard Hirsch and Dylan Pyne, we launched our new ECC website.
Not only is it relatively easy to navigate the website, but the site is so robust that when we now report the news, the
information is reported simultaneously on nearly a dozen social media sites. In fact, the ECC website is now a source of
news not just for Edgemont, but for the news media itself. When an Edgemont teenager went missing a few months ago,
our news reports received well over 100,000 visits, all of which, we hope, contributed to a mobilization that resulted in the
teen’s safe return home.
We urge you to visit the ECC’s website, www.edgemontecc.com where we post minutes from our monthly
meetings – we meet the first Monday of every month throughout the school year. Also please visit our Facebook page
(http://www.facebook.com/EdgemontCommunityCouncil) or follow us on Twitter @EdgemontECC for Edgemont news
alerts.
SILVER BOWL AWARD FOR SERVICE TO AUBREY GRAF DANIELS
The Edgemont Community Council is happy to present this year's Silver Bowl Award for distinguished community
service to Edgemont resident Aubrey Graf Daniels.
The ECC’s Silver Bowl Committee, chaired this year by ECC director and treasurer Greg Adams, recommended
that Aubrey receive the award, citing her work on behalf of Edgemont Cares, which she founded, the assistance she gave
this year to the Kang and Brody families, the assistance she gave in 2012 to Edgemont residents afflicted by Hurricane
Sandy, her service on the boards of the ECC and the Cotswold Association, and her involvement at Seely Place, where, in
addition to assisting in the library, serving lunch, co-chairing the book fair, working on the annual Spring Fete, and serving
as a class parent, she recently created and twice-weekly teaches a JavaScript coding after school club for Edgemont
elementary school children.
Since 2009, Aubrey has served as a director of the Cotswold Association, and since 2011, as its president. Until
2014, she also served as Cotswold’s representative to the ECC and as ECC’s corresponding secretary. In 2008, in response
to a recent rash of burglaries in Edgemont, Aubrey with the Greenburgh Police Department and the Cotswold Association
to form the Cotswold Neighborhood Watch.
In the fall of 2012, in the wake of the devastation caused by Hurricane Sandy, Aubrey founded Edgemont Cares, an
arm of the ECC, to provide coordinated assistance in the form of hot meals, blankets, lighting and shelter to elderly and/or
homebound Edgemont residents who were without heat or electricity, and unable to get help from the Town.
More recently, when an EHS student went missing, Edgemont Cares, under Aubrey’s leadership, worked with
residents, students, faculty, school administrators and the police to coordinate the successful distribution of flyers by more
than 200 volunteers throughout Manhattan. Aubrey also reached out to the student’s family to let them know that their
Edgemont neighbors were there to help. Please join us on April 29th as we honor Aubrey.
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REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATING COMMITTEE
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President
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Treasurer
Recording/Corresp. Secretary

The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.

In accordance with the current School Board Nominating Committee By-Laws, Sections A.4(a&d), Designation
of Members of the Committee ...The second announcement must include the dates and places of the meetings at
which elections will be held and the names of all candidates previously submitted who will be considered for
election. ... If an organization does not comply with the foregoing requirements, its designees shall not serve as a
member of the Committee‖ In accordance with a 2010 change to Council’s by-laws, unless Council’s Board of
Directors acts to fill a position, only the individuals named below from their sending organizations will be
eligible for election and subsequent seating on the Committee.
Central Park Avenue - inactive – please contact EdgemontSBNC@gmail.com by 4/28/15 to volunteer to serve
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate
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May 18, 2015— 8:00 PM Edgemont High School Faculty Lounge
Michaeline Curtis
Lisa Decker
Mark Rosenblatt

Fort Hill
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

Meeting in process of being rescheduled
TBD
Kim Aslanian
TBD

Greenridge
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

April 19, 2015
TBD
TBD
TBD

Longview
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 31, 2015
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM At Wheels Day location – Longview (6/7 Rain Date)
Gene Kabakov
Michael Weksel
TBD

10:30 am

Will announce at Annual Meeting

Northern Greenville - inactive – please contact EdgemontSBNC@gmail.com by 4/28/15 to volunteer to serve
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate
Southern Greenville April 27, 2015
2 Year
Suzanne Lovett-Mohamed
1 Year
Hilary Greenberg
Alternate
Calvin Chin
Cotswold
2 Year
1 Year
Alternate

May 3, 2015
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The Edgemont Community Council, Inc. cordially invites you to attend its Annual Meeting on
Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 8 PM in the Greenville School Cafeteria, Glendale Road, Scarsdale, NY.
We will begin our 68th year of service to the Edgemont Community.
On the agenda for the April 29th meeting are the President's Report; the Treasurer's Annual Report; the
election of Officers and Directors of the Council for 2015-2016; the presentation of the Silver Bowl
award for service to our community; and a Guest Speaker.
GUEST SPEAKER

This year’s guest speaker will be Greenburgh Chief of Police Chris McNerney. Chief McNerney became police chief in
November 2013 when Chief Joseph DeCarlo retired. Before his appointment, Chief McNerney had been captain of the
detective division of the Police Department for the past four years. He previously served as a police lieutenant and
commanding officer of the Town’s special investigations unit. Unlike his predecessors, Chief McNerney is also a lawyer.
He has a JD degree from Pace University and a BS degree, magna cum laude, from Mercy College. He is a resident of the
Village of Ardsley, a former president of the Ardsley Little League, and has been involved in many community activities.
As Greenburgh’s newest police chief, Chief McNerney appeared this past fall at an ECC meeting, where he announced his
support for the construction of sidewalks for Edgemont children to be able to walk to and from Edgemont’s two elementary
schools. He also announced his support for legislation to give police the tools they need to close down local brothels
fronting as “massage parlors” and has publicly come out in favor of ECC president Bob Bernstein’s draft legislation
submitted to the Greenburgh Town Board to do just that.
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THE SILVER BOWL AWARD

This year the ECC will bestow its Silver Bowl Award for distinguished community service on Cotswold resident
Aubrey Graf Daniels. Aubrey is president of the Cotswold Association, a former officer and director of the ECC, a founder
and chair of Edgemont Cares, which is the service arm of the ECC, and a volunteer in the Edgemont schools. Please turn to
page 4 for a full overview of Aubrey’s service.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

I am interested in furthering the activities of the Edgemont Community Council and would like to become a member.
Enclosed are my family’s dues for the year July 1, 2015—June 30, 2016.

As this report goes to press, the Town’s Comprehensive Steering Plan Committee released the long awaited second
draft of its report. Once again, the report calls for zoning changes along Central Avenue to encourage the construction of
combined retail and apartment buildings in “nodes” on all corners of Ardsley Road and Central Avenue; along Central
Avenue in the vicinity of Mount Joy and Henry Streets, and near the Hartsdale Train Station along Pipeline and Old Colony
Roads.
Because one-third of our 2800 households already consist of apartments where, because Edgemont is a high
performance school district, the number of children living there is much higher than the national average, and because, by
law, apartment buildings cover only a small fraction of school taxes, the town’s plan, if adopted, could jeopardize the ability
of the school district to continue to provide a nationally-ranked quality education at a cost residents can afford.
The committee has announced plans so far for only one public hearing at Town Hall on April 28 – one day before
our annual ECC meeting.
Edgemont residents last year came out in droves to oppose the first draft of the committee’s plan, which essentially
called for the same thing. A copy of the revised plan is posted on the ECC’s website and Facebook pages. It may also be
found at greenburghcomprehensiveplan.com.
I’ll have a more detailed summary of our other activities in the “president’s report” section of this newsletter.
The ECC is the umbrella organization for all the Edgemont civic associations and is the only group representing the
entire Edgemont community. As it begins its 68th year of service, I ask that you support ECC by sending in your
membership dues. In addition to supporting the annual newsletter and other activities, your dues support the School Board
Nominating Committee, which is funded solely by ECC. I also encourage you to become involved, either with your civic
association or with ECC. The greater your awareness and participation, the more we can make a difference for Edgemont.
I look forward to seeing you on the 29th.

